
Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
 
What – Moses wrote the book of Deuteronomy as a reminder to the Israelites of all that 
God had told them before they entered the Promised Land. Many people do not realize 
that the Israelites had a chance to enter the Land of Canaan BEFORE they wandered 
around the desert for 40 years. The Israelites were disobedient, not trusting in God’s 
specific command to enter the land. As punishment, He SENT them into the dessert for 
all those years (Read Number chapters 13-14 for this story). In that time, they were to 
learn obedience and practice their faith. Then, as they were about to enter the land God 
was giving them again, Moses preached the three sermons that compose the book of 
Deuteronomy to remind the people of all God has promised, as well as all the mistakes 
their ancestors had made. Deuteronomy means “Second Law”. Moses did not want them 
to make the same mistakes again. In chapter 6, we find a prayer that the Jews call the 
“Shama”. This is taken from the Hebrew word “hear”, which is the first word in the 
prayer. It is still chanted by Jews today, and was obviously important in the time of Jesus 
as He calls it the “Greatest Commandment”.   
 
Why – This scripture is important today for many reasons. As Moses began to explain the 
Law to the people, he reminds them of several foundational concepts that still must 
undergird our understanding of God’s Word today. First, we are to FEAR THE LORD.  
This is difficult for many in our society today because we have a very dysfunctional 
understanding of the word “fear”, and because we RARELY put anything in life ahead of 
our own well being. Fearing God means understanding that He is in control of everything 
we see, do and are. He is the King, the Boss, the main man, the one in charge. However 
you want to phrase it, God’s way and God’s will comes first. That is non-negotiable as 
we look at His Law and our lives. Moses quickly reminds us, however, of the beauty of 
this. He says that we must fear God “so that we will enjoy long life”. Yes, God is in 
charge, but He ALWAYS has our best interest in mind. These two ideas MUST be at the 
core of our relationship with God, or we are destined to repeat the mistakes of the 
Israelites. Do you think we understand this? A clue is that Moses tells the people twice in 
two sentences to listen. “SHAMA”, or “HEAR THIS” Israel, Moses says. We REALLY 
need to hear this message. Moses goes on to remind them how important it is. They are to 
love God with every aspect of their life, Heart, Mind and Body.  They are to constantly 
talk about, read and practice the word of God. The same message is still needed today. 

WOW – As we dig into this verse, the amazing insights of this sermon by Moses are 
astounding. What do we put ahead of our relationship with God? The kids, work and 
entertaining ourselves all seem to take priority over our Spiritual life. It seems as if not 
much has changed in 4000 years. Moses touches on all of these in one fell swoop. No 
matter what you are doing or where you are going, your devotion to God has got to be 
included. Jesus shared this passion. Many of Jesus’ most astonishing statements had to do 
with this very issue. When Jesus called people to follow Him, He left no room for any 
response but an immediate “YES”. Many obeyed (Peter, Matthew, Paul, see Matt 4:19; 
9:9, Acts 9), but many could not let go of the baggage of this world to do so (the rich 
young ruler comes to mind, see Mk 10:17-22). Not only does Moses remind us that all we 
have must be poured into loving God, but he gives us practical examples of home, family 
and travel to remind us that NOTHING we do is exempt from our love for God. Our love 



for God should consume and include OUR ENTIRE LIVES. Anything short of total 
commitment will end in less than God has planned. Often, we think that a total 
commitment to God will be the end result of our walk with Him. Moses begins his 
message to the Israelites with these proclamations. Today, like then, we have the cart 
before the horse. A total commitment is required before we can start our journey. Are you 
in? 


