
READ John 3:1-21 
 
What – The Apostle John wrote his gospel with a different goal than the other gospel 
writers. While all of them wanted to share the “good news”, John had a very special 
perspective from the others. John called himself, “the apostle Jesus loved” (see John 
13:23, 19:26, 20:2, 21:7&20, and many more). While some might see this as conceited or 
arrogant, it shows the special relationship that John and Jesus had. In all four gospels we 
see that John had a special place in Jesus’ inner circle, and he, along with Peter and 
James, were privy to events and perspectives even the other disciples did not see. 
Because of this one of John’s goals, besides sharing the “good news”, was illustrating to 
his readers that Jesus was, in fact, God in the flesh. We see this realization shining 
through in John’s chapter 3 discourse and description on salvation. John depicted 
salvation in contrast to Nicodemus, a Pharisee. By doing this John showed us that 
salvation does not come through knowledge or the law, but by becoming a new person, 
by being “born again”. Who else can “re-create” a human but its original creator? This 
point of view was missed by the Pharisee, the one whose relationship is with the law 
rather than with the Lord. John says that “believing” in Jesus, the Greek word here 
meaning a continuing, life changing understanding, changes who you are from old person 
to new. He described for us what that looks like. When you are in the very presence of 
God, you understand the right and wrong, light and dark. John was sharing with us his 
unique perspective of walking with God in the flesh. 
 
Why – This scripture is one of the most important for the Christian faith because it deals 
with a topic that is central to our beliefs, salvation. There are many who teach that 
salvation is from “works”, or what you do. John clearly disposes of this notion by 
contrasting Jesus teaching with a Pharisee. They had all the right actions, but wrong 
motives and impure hearts. There are many who say that salvation is “imparted” at a 
particular time, like baptism or confession. But John here clearly teaches that salvation is 
the result of a changed heart. Belief is a state of understanding that changes how you act.  
Those acts, confession and baptism, might be the immediate or “first” fruit of this new 
faith. They show that you are actually following the Jesus of the bible by being obedient, 
rather than following a self-serving god of your own creation. But salvation itself is a 
result of your changed heart, your new “belief”. Perhaps equally important in this 
scripture, but usually overlooked, is the “verdict” that John attaches to this statement. A 
person who has experienced “salvation”, according to John, will see the world in a 
different light. It is impossible to keep your old points of view, your old beliefs, your old 
understandings about what is going on around you when you have placed your faith in 
and experienced the presence of the almighty. The true test of “belief”, along with your 
immediate actions, is “living by the truth” (Verse 21). John stresses that your life will 
change. Life change is the total sacrifice God requires from you. 
 
WOW – There is so much in this pivotal scripture that you can almost say WOW to all of 
it. If you have never memorized a scripture before, this is one to start with. But even amid 
this life changing, dare I say WORLD changing message, Jesus has for us tidbits for daily 
living. Verse three says “flesh gives birth to flesh”. Jesus was reminding us that actions 
will follow beliefs. If you surround yourself with worldly things and worldly people, then 



your life will produce worldly results. Jesus was reminding the Pharisee that he cannot 
expect to understand if he does not change his surroundings. The same goes for us. In 
addition to speaking about our nature, Jesus gives us here a clear and wonderful picture 
of the nature of God. Verse 17 says that, “God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through Him”. Yes, God hates sin. Yes, He 
must judge that sin. Yes, He allows us to suffer the consequences of our rebellion. But at 
His core, God is a God of love whose GREATEST desire is that we come to know His 
grace and salvation. This picture of God motivates us to love the world around us and 
share the “good news” that God has for this world. This is a picture of the very 
foundation of God’s character, and it is fundamental to our understanding of Him.  
Finally, John reminded us of the struggle we are in. Men will not be drug away from their 
sin easily. We like the darkness because we do not like our deeds exposed. It will be a 
battle that only the Son of God can win, but He asks that you trust Him and join in the 
fight. Are you armed for battle?  


