
READ Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
What – The prophet Isaiah wrote the book that shares his name around the turn of the 7th 
century BC (700 BC). The nation of Judah was in turmoil because of her troubled kings 
and because her sister, the Northern Kingdom of Israel (remember the two split after 
King Solomon died) had already been carried away into slavery by the Assyrians in 721 
BC. Isaiah is reminding Judah to look at what happened to Israel because the same fate 
was going to befall her. Chapter nine is a well-known scripture that tells of the coming 
Messiah that will redeem God’s people. The prophets had two jobs, telling the people 
when their actions were sinful, and reminding them that God was the only alternative to 
their sinful ways. Here Isaiah, beginning this section with, “Nevertheless”, reminds Israel 
that after they are judged, God will still show them favor and give them another chance in 
the form of Jesus. He describes the Messiah, the blessings He will bestow and Names He 
will be known by, pointing to the coming Kingship of Christ. 
 
Why – Most prophecy in the Bible deals with one of three topics. Many prophecies deal 
with the exile of the Jewish people and the immediate judgment for their sins. These can 
be confusing if we fail to realize that the prophets are talking in the future tense about 
things that we see in the past. The exile happened to the Northern Kingdom (Israel) in 
721 BC and to the Southern Kingdom (Judah) in 586 BC. Context is crucial here. There 
is also ample prophecy in the Bible that talks about the second coming of Jesus. These 
are things that have not happened yet. As these occur, we realize that the time for Jesus’ 
second coming is approaching, and we should always be ready. The prophecy we are 
looking at today, however, is in a third group of prophecies that are very important.  
There are Messianic prophecies that deal with the birth, life, and mission of Jesus. These 
prophecies are important to us because, even though they have already occurred, they are 
a powerful proof to the truth and reliability of scripture since we know they were spoken 
hundreds of years before Jesus and historically we know they came true. Besides helping 
to strengthen our faith, many of these prophecies also show us the character of God. If we 
look at the scriptures surrounding chapter nine, we see that God is angry at Israel for their 
sinfulness. He is about to judge them. Yet in the middle of His wrath and judgment, He 
reminds them that Jesus is coming. He will help them, guide them, save them, and heal 
them. This prophecy is so important because it gives us a wonderful picture of the love 
and mercy that defines God’s character.      
 
WOW – There are several things about this scripture that should grab your attention. The 
first is the blessings that will accompany the Messiah. Isaiah reminded Israel (and us) that 
the presence of Jesus will cause us great joy and lighten the burdens that we carry. The 
things that cause us stress (like war – see verse five) will be destroyed by his presence in 
our life. It is also astounding to me that the government will be on His shoulders. In 
America we pride ourselves on the “Separation of Church and State”, but Jesus’ purpose 
is to rule every area of our lives, and in the end, when God creates a new heaven and a 
new earth (see Revelation 21), Jesus will reign as King of the Earth and of all of us who 
know Him. Finally, the most amazing WOW in this scripture is the final verse. In the 
midst of judgment, God said that His “zeal” will accomplish all that is prophesied here.  
“Zeal” is a passionate desire to see a cause or idea succeed. God is judging Israel, He has 



too because He is holy, but His real concern, His innermost desire, the thought that drives 
Him and keeps Him going, is the well being of His people. He wants them to know the 
good news. This is the good news for today. You are His person. The New Testament 
puts it like this, “NOTHING can separate us from the love of God that is shown us in 
Jesus”. (Romans 8:38-39). Do you know that God is “zealous” for your well being? Do 
you realize that you are so important to Him that He would send Jesus to earth just for 
you? He did, and Jesus is your Wonderful Counselor, your Prince of Peace; a gift from 
God sent so that the world (John 3:16) might, like Israel, have a second chance from 
God’s judgment. 


