
Read Acts 9:1-9 
 
What – Luke wrote the Book of Acts and recorded in chapter nine a VERY important 
event in the life of the church and in the life of the Apostle Paul. Paul, whose name at this 
point in the bible was Saul, was on his way to Damascus to arrest any Christians he might 
find there. Jesus confronted him on the road, changing Saul’s opinion about who Jesus 
was and beginning the ministry of the greatest evangelist, author, and church planter in 
the history of Christianity. 
 
Why – The importance of this scripture comes to light when we look at the results of this 
incident. Paul went on to write much of the New Testament. In his 25-year career as a 
missionary, Paul planted many churches and was responsible for the spread of the gospel 
from the Middle East to Europe. In addition to this, Paul changed the way ministry was 
done. This meeting with Jesus did not only change his beliefs, but it shaped the way Paul 
witnessed. Paul understood clearly after this meeting that the purpose of the “church” as 
he knew it was not to promote itself, but to introduce the world to its Savior, Jesus. This 
meeting shaped EVERYTHING Paul did from this point on and should shape the way we 
do ministry today. 
 
WOW – God has a way of getting our attention. This event in Paul’s life was startling.  
Sometimes God shakes us up to get us pointed in the right direction. This is not 
uncommon in the Bible. Think of Moses and the burning bush. Remember Jonah and the 
big fish. God’s intervention should motivate us. But the most amazing part of this 
scripture is often overlooked. Paul was responsible for KILLING Christians. That was his 
job (see Acts 8:1). God not only forgave him, but He redeemed Saul. Paul was given a 
fresh start. God took this “Christian-killer” and used him to be the greatest “Christian-
maker” in the history of man. Do you have any sins as great as Paul’s? The truth is that 
all sin is bad. The message here, though, is that NO MATTER WHAT YOUR SIN, GOD 
CAN USE YOU FOR GREAT THINGS IF YOU WILL LET HIM. The bible says that 
NOTHING can separate us from the love of Jesus (See Romans 8:37-39). Paul showed us 
that your past does not determine how much God will use you. God has great plans for 
you. If you are willing and obedient, God will use you to accomplish great things in His 
kingdom. 


