
READ Matthew 27:32-44 
 
What – The point of the gospels is two-fold. Jesus’ life was given both as a sacrifice and 
an example. Matthew 27:32-44 describes the death of Jesus. While Matthew described 
the scene with factual detail, we know from hindsight that what was playing out in this 
moment had worldwide, historical significance like no event before it or since. Along the 
way Matthew mentioned many people and events, many having symbolic meaning as 
well as historical accuracy. Simon of Cyrene carried the cross when Jesus was weakened 
from His beating. The event took place at Golgotha, a place the Romans used regularly to 
kill by crucifixion. The worldly possessions of Jesus were worth more to the crowd than 
His life, and they mocked Him with a label and with insults. Finally, as they had done 
during the entirety of His ministry, the unbelievers around Jesus continued to ask for 
proof and mock Him when He failed to meet their standards. Even the robbers looked 
down at Him. Meanwhile His disciples were scattered, confused and heartbroken, failing 
to see the big picture and forgetting the words and promises Jesus had made them just 
hours before.   
 
Why – This scripture is important because it is one of the central doctrines of 
Christianity. At the center of our faith stands the cross, reminding us that we are unable to 
come to God without a sacrifice to atone for our sin. Jesus is that sacrifice. We are 
reminded just how awful our sin is when we realize just how awful His death was, and 
we are reminded that we share in putting Him to death understanding that we are sinners 
just like those around Him. We also get a picture of the spiritual struggle we are engaged 
in. The world doesn’t understand the message naturally. We cannot comprehend a God 
who would love us this much. Even at the cross, the soldiers were self centered, worried 
about the worldly things like clothes rather than realizing what they were witnesses to.  
The Jews and passersby mocked him, either because they did not understand or because 
they understood all too well that IF Jesus was who He said He was, they would lose their 
control over their lives and the leaders would lose their positions of authority over others.  
Likewise, today, the message falls on deaf ears because we want our salvation our own 
way. God demands too much of us, asking that we accept His atonement through 
repentance. “Why can’t we keep our favorite sin and still get to heaven?” we ask. Many 
simply cannot give up control and because of this will never see the kingdom of God. 
Finally, the people asked for more proof of Jesus identity, failing wholeheartedly to see 
that the cross itself, and an innocent mans willingness to go there, was the final proof of 
both the identity of Jesus and the character and love of God. This truth is still a stumbling 
block for mankind today. We simply don’t understand how complete and perfect the 
cross of Christ was. 
 
WOW – This scripture is so perfect because it is simple and yet powerful. Matthew 
painted a picture that we can see and understand. We can feel the anger of the Jewish 
leaders and the apathetic indignation of the Roman guards. Isn’t this a perfect picture of 
the world today? Paul described the world perfectly in Romans 1:28 – 31 when he said 
the world is faithless and ruthless. That is exactly the picture Matthew painted of the 
cross. It is an amazing testimony about God that the ruthless and apathetic who crucified 
Christ are the very people Jesus came to save. Think about His teaching in Matthew 5 



that is so difficult for us to understand. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn and 
give them the other, Jesus teaches (see Matt 5:38-42). REALLY?  If Jesus meant that 
literally, it means that He hung on that cross dying, He was thinking, “I know you all hate 
me, but I am doing this for you. I love you all and I would gladly do it again. Incredible, 
isn’t it? Unfathomable when we think about it, but that is EXACTLY what He was 
thinking. Luke and John record Jesus saying just that. He says in Luke 23:34 and John 
20:23, “Forgive them Father, they don’t know what they are doing.” It is my opinion that 
we cannot even understand that level of love. Jesus didn’t just die for those who love 
Him, He died for EVRYONE. His invitation is open to all, and thank goodness, because 
as Paul said, the person we see in the mirror is the chief of sinners. Each of us adds to the 
sin Jesus took to that cross, and each of us is forgiven when we accept that forgiveness 
and attach ourselves to the grace and promises of God that are in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Reflecting on this scene is enough to make me want to take up a cross and follow in His 
footsteps. Care to join me? 


