
Read Exodus 3:1-14 

 

What – In this important scripture Moses recalls his “call” from God. He meets God 

while he is out tending the sheep (a theme we will here again in the scriptures). From the 

midst of a bush that is on fire but is not consumed, God calls out to Moses. Moses, his 

interest now peeked, goes over to God for a talk. God reminds Moses who he is 

conversing with (take off your shoes) and then proceeds to tell Moses that the Jews are in 

trouble and God intends to use Moses to save them. Moses hesitates, citing some 

potential problems. Here we get a picture into the past, and we are reminded that Moses 

knows all too well what Egypt and Pharaoh are like, since just a chapter before, Moses 

was an adopted son of Pharaoh and fled from Egypt after a tussle with the law.  

 

Why – This scripture is important for many reasons. First, and most importantly, is the 

introduction to one of the major themes in the bible. This scripture shows us that grace 

and love compose God’s character. God’s reason for seeking out Moses was that He had 

heard the cry of his people. The Exodus of the Jewish people from Egypt is a framing 

event of the Old Testament. It reminds us that God’s purpose is “salvation” and it 

foreshadows what God eventually planned to do for all of mankind through the Jews.  

The importance of this theme from a standpoint of understanding the entire bible cannot 

be understated. God also reminds us of another important point regarding His character.  

He says to Moses, “take your shoes off, you are on Holy Ground.” What makes the 

ground holy? God’s presence makes it holy. God’s holiness is often overlooked by 

modern Christians who focus so much on the humanity of Jesus. While it is true that God 

wants to be our friend, we should never assume that He then accepts our sin as OK or our 

humanity as acceptable. He loves us, but holiness (being like Him) is still the standard 

and the goal. God sets this principle down clearly for us here. Where we meet with God 

is “Holy Ground”. 

 

WOW – There are so many WOW’s in this scripture that they can hardly be discussed.  

First is Moses response when God calls him. “Here I am” is a simple response that many 

servants have said in response to God’s call (see Isaiah 6:1-7). God calls us based on our 

humility and willingness to serve Him. This begs the question, “Are you ready and 

willing to be called?” Moses showed that he was ready. When God announced His 

presence, Moses hid his face. Do we share that awe and fear of the Holy Lord Almighty?  

Do we have God on the throne or is he simply our pal that we consult and consort with on 

our terms? We would do well to remember the foundation that was present in Moses life 

before God chose him for service. Moses had the fear of the Lord to compliment and 

complete his friendship with the Lord. Finally, God says something to Moses that has 

changed and defined history. When Moses asks who he should say sent him, God says to 

tell the Israelites, “I AM WHO I AM.  Tell them the I AM has sent you.”  WOW, WOW 

and double WOW. God reminds Moses to remind the people that God is the beginning, 

the end, and all things in between. God wants to know us, love us, help us, and guide us, 

but we must remember that HE IS IN CHARGE. Salvation, knowledge of Him, service, 

and every other part of our relationship with Him are done ON HIS TERMS. When our 

desire to know Him is so we can “prove” to ourselves He is worthy of our time, then we 

have overstepped a line of faith. He wants us to seek Him. He invites questions that will 



bolster us and grow our faith, but He will not be mocked or pulled down to our level. He 

is, after all, God. We would do well NEVER to forget that. 


