
Read Revelation 3:14-22 
 
What – The second and third chapter of Revelation describe the church in its current 
condition. God went through the seven churches in Asia and described to each their 
particular sin and area of weakness. Some have said these verses describe the churches 
since Jesus, or the “church ages”, and some say they describe various areas of heresy and 
struggle for all churches since Christ. I believe both might be true. Without a doubt, the 
message our Lord gives John here to describe to us is convicting in terms of our current 
dilemma and crisis of faith in the church today. God told the church at Laodicea that they 
were “lukewarm” and that they had become so because they were resting on their wealth 
and accomplishments (self). What a perfect description of the church in America today. 
Our success has made us lazy, apathetic, irrelevant, and ineffective. 
 
Why – This scripture is beyond important as a lesson for us to learn today. Throughout 
history there have been “revivals” in the church, times when people realized they were 
not focused on Jesus and made earnest efforts to return to Christ-centered Christianity.  
AT NO TIME IN OUR NATIONS HISTORY HAS THE CHURCH BEEN SO LAME!  
Our apathy is perfectly described in Rev 3 as “lukewarm”. Are we “on fire” for Jesus?  
Not hardly. The reason this matters so is that our apathy is eroding the very fabric of what 
we believe and what our society is built upon. God laid something heavily on my heart 
recently. Churches are strong because they contain strong Christians. How can the church 
be strong if her people are weak in their faith? 
 
WOW – The real beauty of this section is not the pinpoint accuracy with which God 
nailed our current culture, but the solution He lays out before us. He says, “I counsel you 
to buy [from Me] gold [refined by Me], white clothes, and salve.” God said that there are 
three things we need, and He is the only supplier of those things. First, He said to get 
gold from Him that He had refined. Are all your possessions run trough God before you 
get them? Do you pray over what brand of milk to buy or what your menu for the week 
will be? God wants to be a part of ALL the decisions we make and ALL the actions we 
take. You can see that by these standards we are all “lukewarm”. Next God said, “wear 
“white clothes” that we purchase from Him”. The white clothes represent holiness and 
purity, things we need to have a relationship with God. The sacrifice of Jesus is THE 
ONLY THING THAT MAKES US WORTHY TO BE IN HIS PRESENCE. We often 
put other things in the place of grace and forget that only Jesus makes us holy in God’s 
sight. Our actions can and will never justify us. God wants us to remember His grace! 
Finally, God reminded us that the world will not sooth the hurt that it causes. Only God 
can give us peace. The fruit of the spirit (Gal 5:22ff) tells us that peace and joy are a 
direct result of God’s spirit living in us. He wants to help us if we would only turn to 
Him. 
 
So, ask yourself this question, “Am I lukewarm”? If you are not on fire for Jesus, you 
may be part of the problem with the church rather than part of the solution. But do not 
fear!  Jesus died for this very reason. Focus on the cross, remember God’s grace, and give 
everything you have to Him as a sacrifice. God will change your perspective.  He will 
light your fire. He promises to be our God if we will be His people.  


