
READ 1 Kings 18:16-39 
 
What – There is no way of knowing who wrote the books of 1 and 2 Kings. Scholars 
have debated for years the authorship. Some ascribe it to one of the many prophets, 
others to scribes whose job was recording history. It really does not matter. What does 
matter is the record of what was going on in Israel and the conflict that was growing 
between the men of God (the Prophets) and the Kings of Israel. While some kings (all in 
the Southern Kingdom of Judah) had good relationships with the prophets, most did not.  
The “Men of God”, as they were called, simply seemed to get in the way of what really 
needed to be done. Much like today, who has time to worry about God’s opinion? It is 
easier to make morality relative to fit your current needs. Not much has changed. In this 
scripture we get a clear picture of the role of the prophet. His job was to challenge the 
world (represented by the kings) and to assert God’s rule over it. Elijah was called to 
challenge Ahab, described as Israel’s most evil king, and remind him and his wife Jezebel 
who was in charge. In a battle pitted against 450 of Baal’s prophet, Elijah reminds Israel 
of the Lord’s power and presence. The people were stunned and returned to God, if only 
for a short time. 
 
Why – This scripture is important because the role of the prophet must be understood in 
the church today. Jesus is often understood by His filling the three primary roles 
representing God in the Old Testament. He is our Priest, Our King, and our Prophet.  We 
seem to understand Priest. He is our link to God. His Godliness and Humanity combined 
connect God with fallen humanity. King also is easy for us to grasp. Jesus is the boss. He 
owns it all. We only have as He gives to us. But prophet is not as easy for us to 
understand. Many like to think of the prophets as fortune tellers whose main job is to see 
into the future. While this was a small part of their job, it really does not describe who 
they were. The prophet did not just tell the future. He relayed the Word of God to the 
people. In that way, the prophets were more like preachers today. They simply tell the 
people what God has said and what the consequences will be for not following. Relaying 
the message of God is the real role of a prophet. More importantly, the prophet had the 
job of reminding God’s people that there was a better way. The message of the prophets 
was usually very simple. They reminded people that there was an alternative to doing 
things the way they were doing them, they pointed people who were caught in sin back 
towards God. Isn’t this the quintessential message of the gospel Jesus taught?  Peter said, 
“Repent and turn to God, and times of refreshing will come from the Lord” (Acts 3:19). 
In that way, all of us have a duty as believers to confront the sin we see in the world in a 
prophetic way with a message of the alternative, a life devoted to God. 
 
WOW – The WOW’s in this scripture are many. The power of God was as striking here 
as in any scripture in the bible. He brought down fire that not only consumed the offering 
but melted the stones and the altar and licked up all the water in the trench around the 
altar. When God decides to make a statement, He makes a statement. But what really 
stuck out here is the leash that God gave Elijah in dealing with the prophets of Baal. As 
the prophets are dancing and wailing, Elijah taunted them. He told them to yell louder. 
He egged them on and made fun of them. In verse 27 he told them to yell louder. 
Perhaps, Elijah says, Baal was “resting” and needed awakened.  The Hebrew word here 



means “getting relief” and one translation actually says that Baal is using the bathroom!  
While this statement is incredibly funny, it does not seem to be like God to be sarcastic.  
But he allows Elijah to continue to taunt Baal’s prophets. Why? We can only speculate, 
but I believe it points to two things. The first is that God hates sin. Idolatry is the worst 
sin (at least it is first on the list of Ten Commandments!) because it is the most degrading 
to God. He really wanted this message to get through to the people. Secondly though, and 
more subtly, is the fact that God chooses us for His tasks according to His gifting. Elijah 
hated sin too. His sarcasm shows that He really disliked Baal’s prophets. He had no 
respect for those who hated God and he wasn’t afraid to stick his neck out. We can’t 
expect him to show the composure and grandeur of God, because he was a man. But God 
enjoyed the wit and the righteousness He had combined in the character of Elijah, and He 
was letting him use it for God’s glory. This leads to my final point. Are you sticking your 
neck out for God?  Are you willing to be who God made you even when it might not be 
popular? Elijah’s confrontation shows us that God will honor it when we do. You didn’t 
know you were a prophet, did you?   


