
 
Read Acts 2:1-14  
 
What – Luke wrote the book of Acts as a follow up to his gospel. He wanted his audience 
to understand the life of Jesus and the details surrounding the beginnings of the church 
(see Luke 1:1-11). In Acts 2, Luke described the arrival of the Counselor which Jesus 
promised He would send, the Holy Spirit. In this scripture the Holy Spirit descended 
upon the apostles in a miraculous way. More astounding (and a living object lesson on 
the purpose of the church) is that when this happened, the disciples began to speak in the 
languages of all the people who were witnessing the event. When they shared the gospel 
in languages they did not know, God was glorified, and the church was born. This 
important day is known in the church as the day of Pentecost. Pentecost was an important 
Jewish holiday, also called the Feast of Weeks or the Feast of Harvest. Pentecost was for 
the Jews, and still is in some liturgical Christian denominations, a holiday (see Leviticus 
23:15-22) when Israel celebrated God’s gracious bounty (of crops in Bible times) and 
thanked him for meeting their needs. Jerusalem would have been full of Jews from many 
nations for this feast. Pentecost gets its name because it takes place 50 days (“Penta” 
means 50) after the Passover Sabbath. Luke closed this section with a reminder that at 
that moment, as now, not everyone appreciated the message of the church. 
 
Why – This scripture is important for several reasons. First, it really was the beginning of 
the church. God’s people are special because God dwells in them. We, the church, are the 
temple because God dwells in our hearts. No other faith can make this claim, and 
Pentecost is the day God began to indwell His church in the form of His Holy Spirit.  
Also, God showed us here that the purpose of the church is to share the good news of 
Jesus with the world. The scripture reminds us that there were God fearing men from 
many nations that “heard them declaring the wonders of God in their own language”.  
God’s plan is that the message of what He has done, is doing and wants to do in the world 
be spread to all that will hear. In Revelation Jesus said continually “He who has ears, let 
him hear”. God wants everyone to hear the truth of who He is. Finally, this scripture is 
important because it reminded us that not everyone will take to the message. Selfishness, 
pride, and idolatry are not new sins, and they caused people then, in the presence of such 
a great miracle, to ignore the obvious truth. We should not be surprised when people find 
excuses not to follow God today.  
 
WOW – God’s presence is always miraculous, but Pentecost is truly incredible. Wind and 
breath always represent the Spirit of God (see Genesis 2:7), and here God’s Spirit was 
heard (wind) and seen (fire) by everyone around. Luke reminded us, however, that the 
people who received the message were “God-fearing” Jews. God- fearers usually refers 
to Jewish converts or non-Jews who worshipped their God. Whether this is meant here, or 
the Jews are simply being described for their particularly strong faith, Luke is clearly 
telling us that the ones who were LOOKING for the message were the ones God spoke 
to. Sometimes I talk to people and they act as if God will have to move heaven and earth 
for them to believe that He is real. When we think about it, that is really putting you 
ahead of God. Rather, God is seeking hearts that are soft and open to His movement. He 
could prove Himself to us any time He wanted to, but why would He? If the goal is really 



to spread the gospel, wouldn’t you rather worship a God who gives us a choice and uses 
those who want to be His people? Even in His miracles, God does not force us to do 
anything. He made us in His image, free will and all, and He always honors that. Finally, 
the way God worked here was astounding. He didn’t simply give away the answers and 
tell people what to do. While He could have, that is not what works best for the real goal 
of growing the kingdom. The witnesses ask, “What does this mean?” Even in His 
introduction to the Holy Spirit, God is setting up the church for future work. Essentially, 
He shows up, acts, and then allows Peter (In the rest of Acts 2) to answer the witnesses 
questions. The result of the inquiry by the witnesses, after Peter gives a sermon and 
explains what is going on, is 3000 salvations. God set it up but allowed Peter to deliver 
the main message. God enables His church to do the work that He calls it to do  Think 
about that next time He calls on you for a task.   


